WHMIS 2015 & GHS

(Globally Harmonized System)

IDENTIFY

Health Canada has changed the original Workplace Hazardous
Materials Information System (WHMIS) requirements in
Canada that will incorporate the Globally Harmonized System
of Classifying and Labelling Workplace Chemicals (GHS) — an
internationally agreed-upon hazard communication system
developed by the United Nations.

WHMIS is Canada’s national hazard communication system

for hazardous products in the workplace. WHMIS 2015 is

the revised version of this hazard communication system

that coincides with the replacement of the Controlled

Products Regulations (CPR) with the Hazardous Products
Regulations (HPR). The HPR meets the requirements for the
Globally Harmonized System (GHS), which is a global hazard
communication system for hazardous products in the workplace.

GHS was developed in 1992 by the United Nations to ensure
that any product imported to a country will have the same
hazard identifiers and communication systems in place to help
protect employees working with that controlled product.

COMMUNICATE AND CONTROL

Employees need to know the hazards that are identified by
the WHMIS 2015 pictograms and supplier labels. As well, they
need to understand when to use a workplace label and the
information required to be on it.

Employers have a responsibility to ensure that workers using
a controlled product are trained to understand the elements
of WHMIS 2015 as well as understand how to use the specific
controlled products in their workplace. Successful WHMIS 2015
education and training will ensure that workers can answer the
following questions about all controlled products that they work
with:

1. What are the hazards of the product?

2. How do | protect myself from those hazards?

3. What do | do in case of an emergency?

4. Where can | get further information?
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Labels
Supplier labels are labels on controlled products that are
produced by the supplier and they are a worker’s first source of
information about the hazards of a controlled product and how
to use it safely.

Supplier labels must include the following:

e The product identifier as it appears on the
Safety Data Sheet (SDS)

e Hazard pictograms

e Signal word

e Hazard statements

e  Precautionary statements

e Supplier identifier

e Areference to the SDS

Workplace labels are used when the original supplier label is not
legible or is missing. As well, if a worker is transferring product
from a larger container into a smaller container without a
supplier label, they should use a workplace label.

Workplace labels can include the hazard pictogram, but must
include the following information:
e The product identifier as it appears on the SDS
e Safe handling precautions (this can be found in
Section 7 of the SDS)
e A reference to the SDS

Safety Data Sheets (SDS)

As of December 1, 2018 all SDSs must be updated to meet the
new requirements. These sheets must be readily available for
all products brought into and/or used in the workplace. The SDS
will consist of 16 sections, 12 of which are mandatory, the other
four are optional, but still must be included. All SDSs should
have a date of 2015 or newer and include the new pictograms.
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3. How many sections do the new SDSs include?

4. The two types of labels are:
a)
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AMOUNTS

5. What does GHS stand for?
HEALTH HAZARD

©

6. When is a workplace label required?
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7. Where are SDSs located on your site?

MATERIALS
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